Detection of antibodies to defined M. tuberculosis antigen (38 kDa) in cerebrospinal fluids of patients with tuberculous meningitis.
Antibodies to the 38 kDa antigen of M. tuberculosis which is serospecific to the tuberculosis complex group of organisms was studied in CSF samples of patients with tuberculosis meningitis. Patients were classified into four groups, viz. post-mortem-proved, culture-proved, clinically suspected and tuberculoma. Anti-38 kDa antibody was detected by ELISA and was positive in 60%, 80% 62.5% and 0%, respectively in the four groups. Controls showed a false-positive detection of 5%. Follow-up of patients was done up to 6 weeks and antibody levels dropped in all the patient groups.